
2709 Jahn Ave. NW, Ste. H5   Gig Harbor, WA 98335-7999    Ph: 253.573.9300      Fx: 253.573.9321 

TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM 
Prepared for: Andy Hartung, AIA February 28, 2024 

McGranahan Architects 
2111Pacific Avenue, Suite 100 
Tacoma, WA 98402 

File No.: 3359-001/3032.001 

Prepared by:   Grette Associates, a division of Farallon Consulting L.L.C. 
2709 Jahn Ave. NW, Ste. H5 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335-7999 

Re: Stormwater Manual: Minimum Requirement 8 - Wetland Assessment and Rating 

1 INTRODUCTION 
Grette Associates, a division of Farallon Consulting, L.L.C., is under contract with McGranahan 
Architects to assist with stormwater design support associated with Pierce College’s Puyallup 
campus parking lot expansion project.  The purpose of this memorandum is to summarize the 
wetland assessment of the known wetland (Wetland OS-1) situated immediately east of the 
intersection of 27th Avenue Southeast and 7th Street Southeast (Pierce County parcel 0419032101; 
Figure 1). 
Figure 1. Map 
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The City of Puyallup has requested an assessment be performed for the offsite wetland in response 
to stormwater design parameters outlined in the State’s stormwater manual, specifically Minimum 
Requirement 8 (MR-8) for wetland protection. 
2 METHODS 
Wetland OS-1 was visually assessment to document the general characteristics of the wetland. 
MR-8 requires any wetland identified to receive water from a project needs to be rated using the 
Washington State Department of Ecology’s (Ecology) Washington State Wetland Rating System 
for Western WA – 2014 Update: Version 2 (Hruby and Yahnke 2023).  As such, Wetland OS-1 
was rated using the current version of Ecology’s wetland rating system.   
This assessment did not include a wetland delineation or preparation of critical areas report or 
similar document.  
3 RESULTS 
According to wetland rating system, Wetland OS-1 is classified as a Category III wetland that 
provides low habitat function (score of 5 habitat points).  While this feature exhibits moderate 
water quality and hydrology functions, this wetland provides low habitat function largely due to 
its location within the landscape and being situated within a dense urban environment (Table 1; 
Attachment 1).  As such, Wetland OS-1 likely provides limited wildlife habitat because it does not 
connect to undeveloped upland habitats compared to those wetland features in the vicinity of the 
project area (Figure 1).   
Wetland OS-1 also appears to be one of several wetland features that appear to support Wildwood 
Creek.  According to queried databases, Wildwood Creek originates just south of 37th Avenue 
Southeast and flows north through the Bradley Park wetland complex and through Wetland OS-1 
before continuing west to Clarks Creek.  During the assessment, Grette Associates did not observe 
a defined channel associated with Wildwood Creek.   
During Grette Associates’ assessment, as well as queried databases, did not result in the 
identification of any habitats that would support any rare, endangered, threatened, or sensitive 
species. 
Table 1.  Wetland rating and categorization summary 

Feature 
Cowardin 

Class HGM Class 
Water 

Quality Hydrology Habitat Total Category1 

Wetland A PAB/SS/FO Depressional 7 6 5 18 III 
1 Per Chapter 21.06 of Puyallup Municipal Code. 

Per Puyallup Municipal Code (PMC) 21.06.930, assuming high land use, Category III wetlands 
that provide low habitat function (5 points or less) are subject to an 80-foot buffer.   
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If you have any questions on this assessment, please contact me at (253) 573-9300, or by email at 
chadw@gretteassociates.com. 
 
Regards, 

 
Chad Wallin, PWS 
Biologist 
GRETTE ASSOCIATES, a division of Farallon Consulting L.L.C. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 
WETLAND RATING FORM 
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