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6' fence must be at 15'
front setback line or
further. [Landscape
plans, L1]

CITY OF PUYALLUP
Planning Division 

Approved Landscape Plan
(253) 864-4165

THIS APPROVAL IS VOID AFTER 180 DAYS
FROM APPROVAL DATE. THE CITY IS NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR ERRORS OR
OMISSIONS ON THESE PLANS. FIELD
CONDITIONS MAY DICTATE CHANGES TO
THESE PLANS AS DETERMINED BY THE
PLANNING DIRECTOR, DESIGNEE, OR
PROJECT PLANNER.

Staff: NComstock            
Date: 06/09/2025

NOTE: If street trees are required, Call Planning
Division for final inspection: (253) 864-4165 (Option 3)
Root barriers are required around street trees in
accordance with city standard detail. Top soil shall be
installed in accordance with city standards - field
verification required. Failure to install top soil and root
barriers in accordance with the city standards may
result in rejection of installation.
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PLANTING LEGEND

A minimum of eight (8) inches of top soil, containing ten percent dry weight in planting beds, and 5% organic matter content in turf areas, and a pH from 6.0 to 8.0 or matching the pH of the original undisturbed soil. The
topsoil layer shall have a minimum depth of eight inches (8”) except where tree roots limit the depth of incorporation of amendments needed to meet the criteria. Subsoils below the topsoil layer should be scarified at least 6
inches with some incorporation of the upper material to avoid stratified layers, where feasible. Installation of the eight inches (8”) of top soil, as described above, shall generally be achieved by placing five inches (5”) of imported
sandy-loam top soil into planned landscape areas (sub-base scarified four inches (4”)) with a three-inch (3”) layer of compost tilled into the entire depth.”

3. All planting areas shall be mulched with a uniform four (4”) inch layer of organic compost mulch material or wood chips over a properly cleaned, amended and graded subsurface."

4. Root barriers, in accordance with city standards, are required for all street trees. A minimum of 8' of linear protection along the edge of the sidewalk adjacent to the street tree shall be provided, using a minimum 24” deep root
barrier panels.

5. For new construction: In areas where a new planter strip and street tree shall be established or reconstructed due to a street construction project, the planter strip area shall be excavated to a depth of 24” and backfilled
following the standard above to achieve a topsoil mix with 40 percent compost by volume. The contractor or installer shall: i. Review the city standard planting detail – All contractors/installers are required to following city
standard #01.02.07 (street tree planting) and #01.02.03 (root barrier installation). The contractor/installer shall review the planting standard detail prior to installation to understand the city’s requirements. Failure to follow the
standard may result in rejection of the work by the inspector and/or Planning Department. ii. iii. Schedule a field pre-construction meeting - The contractor/installer shall contact the site inspector and Planning Department 48
hours in advance of the installation of street tree(s) for a field pre-construction meeting on site to review the approved plan set and city standard details. If street trees are to be installed over a longer timeline (such as a
residential plat where trees may be installed over a multi-month period), the contractor/installer shall hold one consolidated pre-con to review plans. All street trees shall be inspected after planting by the Planning Department.
Excavate all construction materials - Excavate all construction materials, remnant soil, gravel, pit run, construction debris, etc. from the planter strip area to a depth of 24” prior to planting. Discard this material as the placement
of new compost amended topsoil is required. iv. Prepare the planting strip - After excavating all materials from the planter strip, scarify and rip the sub-base with the teeth of a backhoe bucket (or other mechanical means or hand
tools) to a depth of 6” with multiple passes, 90 degrees to each other. Prior to planting the tree, re-compact the tree base where the street tree will be planted to avoid setting of the root ball. At this stage, if the tree is to be
planted when the planter strip is backfilled with amended topsoil, the contractor/installer should measure the depth of the root ball to determine when to place the tree in the pit during the backfilling process. If the root ball or root
mass (in the case of bare root trees) is less than 24”, the street tree shall be planted in a manner in which the root flare is level with or at least 1” above grade at the time of finished planting. This may require the root ball be
placed on a compacted sub-base of the compost amended topsoil as backfilling is occurring, Page 12 of 51 v. Install root barrier panels - At this stage the contractor/installer shall place 24” deep root barrier panels (UB-24) along
the edge of the sidewalk and curb line for a total of eight feet (8’) of lineal protection along either side of the planting area. The panels shall be installed perpendicular to the edge of paved surface in accordance with the
manufacturer’s standards for a ‘linear’ application; the root barrier panels shall not be installed in the planting pit as a ‘surround’ application, unless specified on the final landscape plans. The top of the root barrier panel shall be
installed such that ½” of the root barrier is above the finished grade. vi. Compost amended topsoil required – Topsoil source shall be reviewed and approved during the pre-construction meeting; all topsoil shall be a top quality
sandy-loam mix, or equivalent as approved by the Planning Department. The topsoil shall be amended on site during installation with compost to achieve a 40 percent by volume topsoil mix in the right-of-way planter strip.
Imported topsoil may be used by the contractor if data ‘cut sheets’ are available from the supplier certifying compost amendment equaling 40 percent by volume using one of the approved compost sources below. Compost shall
only be sourced from: • Cascade Compost (also known as PREP/LRI) (available through Pierce County Recycling, Composting & Disposal, 10308 Sales Road, Tacoma, Washington 98499, or retail/wholesale landscape material
suppliers) • TAGRO Compost Mix (available through City of Tacoma, 2201 E. Portland Avenue, Gate 6, Tacoma, WA, 98421, or retail/wholesale landscape material suppliers) • Cedar Grove Compost (available through Cedar
Grove Compost, 17825 Cedar Grove Road S.E., Maple Valley, 98038, or retail/wholesale landscape material suppliers) vii. Install and amend topsoil - To avoid stratified layers, first place seven inches (7”) of approved topsoil in
the prepared/scarified planting strip area and mechanically till in five inches (5”) of approved compost; follow this procedure twice to achieve the total 24” topsoil depth. Finished grade of topsoil should be 1/2” below the edge of
sidewalk to allow the root barrier panel to be properly installed above finished grade. viii. Install tree stakes and finish mulch - Placement of four inches (4”) of wood chip mulch, water basin rings, tree staking, and temporary
irrigation bags (where required) shall follow city standard #01.02.07.
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