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TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM 
 

 

Prepared for: Brian Devereux   June 6, 2022 

  Director of Facilities Planning 

  Puyallup School District 

  Education Service Center 

  Puyallup, WA 98372 

 

Prepared by:   Grette AssociatesLLC   File No.: 6156.001 

  2102 North 30th Street, St. A 

  Tacoma, WA 98403 

 

Re: Aliza Property – Feasibility Assessment  

 

 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

Grette Associates is under contract with Puyallup School District to prepare a technical 

memorandum summarizing the critical areas feasibility assessment that was performed at the 

subject property located at 1201 39th Avenue Southwest (Pierce County parcel 0419043115) in 

Puyallup, WA.  The purpose of this memo is intended to summarize the conditions observed within 

the northern portion of the subject property referred to as “Parcel B” (Figure 1).    

Figure 1. Assessment Area Map 
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2 METHODS 

A Grette Associates City of Puyallup Qualified Professional traversed the subject property on May 

26, 2022 to identify any areas that would meet wetland criteria as defined in the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers (USACE) Federal Wetland Delineation Manual (1987) and the USACE’s Regional 

Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Western Mountains, Valleys, 

and Coast Region (Version 2.0) (2010).  Additionally, staff assessed the site for any features that 

would be classified as a stream according to WAC 222-16-030 and Chapter 21.06 of Puyallup 

Municipal Code (PMC).   

3 BACKGROUND  

3.1 City Critical Area Inventory 

The City of Puyallup’s Public Data Viewer was queried on May 31, 2022 to determine if any 

previously-identified wetlands are present within the subject property.  According to the City’s 

database, no wetland features are mapped within the subject property (see Attachment A).  

3.2 National Wetland Inventory 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) was queried to 

determine if previously-identified wetlands are present in or near the subject property 

(USFWS 2022).  According to the NWI Interactive Online Mapper, there are no wetlands 

identified within the subject property (see Attachment B). 

3.3 Sensitive Wildlife and Plants 

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (WDFW) Priority Habitats and Species (PHS) 

database on-line mapper was queried to determine if state or federally listed fish or wildlife species 

occur near the subject property (WDFW 2022a).  According to the PHS database, there are no PHS 

species or habitats mapped within the subject property.  The nearest mapped feature is located 

approximately 250 feet north of the subject property along Highway 512.  According to WDFW, 

this feature is a small narrow wetland (see Attachment C).   

Additionally, WDFW’s SalmonScape on-line mapper was queried to determine what listed 

SalmonScape species are identified by WDFW to occur within subject property (WDFW 2022b).  

According to SalmonScape, no natural water features are mapped within the subject property 

(Attachment D).   

The Washington Department of Natural Resources’ (WDNR) Wetlands of High Conservation 

Value mapper was queried to determine if the subject property occurs in a location reported to 

contain high quality natural heritage wetland occurrences or occurrences of natural heritage 

features commonly associated with wetlands (WDNR 2019a).  According to WDNR’s mapper, 

there are no records of rare plants or high-quality native ecosystems occurring on or in the vicinity 

of the subject property (Attachment E).   

3.4 Forest Practice Rules 

The Washington Department of Natural Resources’ (WDNR) Forest Practice Application 

Mapping Tool on-line mapper was queried to identify any streams mapped by WDNR (WDNR 

2022).  According to WDNR, there is a mapped Type F (fish habitat) stream situated within the 

eastern portion of the subject property (see Attachment F).   
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4 RESULTS 

During the site assessment, Grette Associates identified a large stockpile mound that appears to be 

the spoils excavated during the construction of the neighboring Costco development and the 

construction of the large offsite storm pond situated north of the subject property.  The stockpile 

mound occupies a significant portion of the subject property (see Attachment G, Topographic 

Survey prepared by Sitts & Hill Engineers (May 2022).   

In addition to the stockpile mound, Grette Associates identified a shallow depressional area located 

in the southeast portion of the subject property adjacent to the stockpile mound.  Grette Associates 

collected wetland delineation data within the central portion of the shallow depressional area where 

vegetation suggests potential wetland conditions may be present (Figure 2).  Conditions were 

evaluated according to the criteria defined in the USACE’s Manual (1987) and the USACE’s 

Regional Supplement (2010).  See Field Datasheet, Attachment H).   

The depressional area predominantly consisted of reed canarygrass (Phalaris arundinacea), which 

meets the wetland criteria for hydrophytic vegetation.  Soil conditions observed in this area 

consisted of an upper soil layer (0-8 inches) of very dark grayish brown (10YR3/2) gravelly loam 

with a layer (8-19 inches) of very dark grayish brown (10YR3/2) gravelly loam containing 

approximately five percent strong brown redox concentrations beneath.  These soil conditions meet 

the Redox Dark Surface hydric soil indicator.  No indicators of wetland hydrology were observed 

in the depressional area and soils were observed dry to a depth of approximately 19 inches.   

In summary, the shallow depressional area did not meet all three wetland criteria defined in the 

USACE’s Regional Supplement (2010).   In addition, Grette Associates did not identify any natural 

water features within the subject property, including the area where WDNR maps a Type F stream.   

Figure 2.  General Conditions – Investigated Area 

         

5 DISCUSSION 

Based on Grette Associates’ observations, it appears that the area where vegetation suggests 

potential wetland conditions may be present is a manmade depressional area intended to manage 

stormwater that falls within the subject property and that these conditions have likely established 

due to the previous grading and fill activities and the lack of regular site maintenance.   

More specifically, the subject property appears to have historically been utilized for agricultural 

purposes and largely resembled a livestock pasture.  It is our understanding that during the 

development of the neighboring Costco facility the subject property was utilized to stockpile spoils 



2102 North 30th Street, Ste. A          Tacoma, WA 98403                Ph: 253.573.9300                    Fx: 253.573.9321 

4 

during site preparation.  Based on Grette Associates’ observations it appears that the areas along 

the margins of the stockpile mound were graded to prevent stormwater from flowing towards the 

adjacent stormwater pond and to offsite areas once stockpiling was finished.  The depressional 

area identified in the southeast portion of the subject property adjacent to the stockpile mound 

appears to have been graded to intercept any surface stormwater that falls on the stockpile mound 

and to prevent it from flowing offsite onto neighboring properties.   

Although the depressional area contains wetland vegetation and hydric soil indicators, no primary 

wetland hydrology indicators (e.g., surface water, shallow groundwater table, soil saturation) were 

observed.  According to climate data collected at the Seattle-Tacoma Weather Station (Station No. 

457473)1, May received approximately 3.82 inches of rainfall which is approximately 200 percent 

above the average precipitation (1.88 inches) that occurs in a normal May.   Given the absence of 

surface water, shallow groundwater table, or soil saturation in a period with abnormally wet 

conditions, it is Grette Associates’ professional opinion that the vegetation and soil conditions 

observed are artificially supported by stormwater runoff associated with previous grading activities 

and that the depressional area is not wetland given the absence of necessary supporting hydrology.   

In addition, Grette Associates observed recent tracks through the central portion of the 

depressional area that appear to be associated with the work truck(s) accessing installed monitoring 

wells that were placed within the subject property approximately a month ago.  No indication such 

as ruts or muddy vegetation were observed to suggest this area is supported by shallow 

groundwater.   

6 CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, based on the information summarized above, it is Grette Associates’ professional 

opinion that the depressional area adjacent to the stockpile mound is a manmade feature that was 

constructed to manage surface stormwater runoff after stockpiling was completed and that the 

vegetation and hydric soil indicators observed have established as a result of the previous grading 

and fill activities.  In summary, no wetland areas (USACE 2010) or natural waters (PMC 

21.06.210) are located within Parcel B.  

If you have any questions on this wetland verification, please contact me at (253) 573-9300, or by 

email at chadw@gretteassociates.com. 

 

Regards, 

 
Chad Wallin 

Biologist 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 The Sea-Tac weather station was used due to the incomplete climate data at the McMillin Reservoir (Station No. 

455224).   

mailto:chadw@gretteassociates.com
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6/6/22, 7:57 AM PHS Report

1/1

DISCLAIMER. This report includes information that the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) maintains in a central computer database. It is not an attempt to provide you 
with an official agency response as to the impacts of your project on fish and wildlife. This information only documents the location of fish and wildlife resources to the best of our knowledge. 

It is not a complete inventory and it is important to note that fish and wildlife resources may occur in areas not currently known to WDFW biologists, or in areas for which comprehensive 
surveys have not been conducted. Site specific surveys are frequently necesssary to rule out the presence of priority resources. Locations of fish and wildlife resources are subject to 

variation caused by disturbance, changes in season and weather, and other factors. WDFW does not recommend using reports more than six months old.

Priority Habitats and Species on the Web

Report Date: 06/06/2022, Parcel ID: 0419043115

The Priority Habitats and Species (PHS) datasets do not contain information for your project area. This does not mean that species
and habitats do not occur in your project area. PHS data, points, lines and polygons are mapped only when occurrences of these
species or habitats have been observed in the field. Unfortunately, we have not been able to comprehensively survey all sections in
the state and therefore, it is important to note that priority species and habitats may occur in areas not currently known to the
Department.

Attachment C
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SalmonScape Database
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WA Wetlands of High Conservation Value

Source: Esri, Maxar, Earthstar Geographics, and the GIS User Community
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Washington Natural Heritage Program

Washington State Department of Natural Resources | Washington Natural Heritage Program   http://www.dnr.wa.gov/natural-heritage-program | Maxar |
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Extreme care was used during the compilation of this map to ensure
its accuracy.  However, due to changes in data and the need to

rely on outside information, the Department of Natural Resources
cannot accept responsibility for errors or omissions,  and therefore,

 there are no warranties that accompany this material.
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